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ing of this: " For Napoleon's other interviews, al-
ready recorded in this history, there existed numerous
documents, either in our own diplomatic archives, or
in those of other nations; but for this one, however,
inasmuch as Napoleon transmitted no account of it
to his Ministers, we are without one of the surest
means of information. He contented himself with
speaking about it to M. de Bassano, who was later
the author of different versions that were published
by writers with whom he was intimate. This memora-
ble interview would then be nearly lost, if M. de Met-
ternieh had not written it down at great length and
in full detail, in good season. He kindly favored me
with a copy of this record, which seemed to me too
severe to Napoleon, though generally accurate, and I
have preserved everything which seemed to me incon-
testable." Evidently such an arbitrary selection can
only approximate the truth. The interview lasted
more than eight hours. At its close, the two inter-
locutors who had begun their conversation before
noon, were in the dark. No one had dared to come
into the room with a light. It would require almost
a volume to give a faithful report of so long a conver-
sation. Prince Metternich confines himself to a few
pages. Consequently he has suppressed a good deal,
and what he puts down in his Memoirs, I repeat, does
not appear to me absolutely authoritative.

Half an hour after the interview the Minister con-
tented himself with sending to Emperor Francis a
short despatch, accompanied by a very brief docu-